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frequently the means of advancing the-views
of the subject to his favour.

The khillauts, presented by the King, vary
in the number of the articles composing the
gift, as well as in the quality. The personal
rank, and sometimes the degree, of estimation
in which the receiver is held, is defined by
the value and number of an individual's khil-
laut. I have known some gentlemen tenacious
to a foible, about the nature of the khillaut that
could consistently be accepted; I have heard
it even expressed, " I shall be disgraced in the
eyes of the world, if my khillaut has not the
full complement usually conferred on men of
my rank." It is the honour they value, not the
intrinsic worth of the articles, for it is no un-
common thing to find them distributing the
dress of honour amongst their dependants, on
the same day they have received it.

The splendid articles composing khillauts
are as follows : swords with embroidered belts,
the handle and scabbard either enamelled or
embossed silver, often set with precious stones ;
the most inferior have silver mountings and